
Why Western?
The Department of Surgery at the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at The 
University of Western Ontario is a leading surgical program in the country and is 
part of a vast network of hospitals and research institutes.  The Department is one 
of the largest in the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry and is comprised of 
eight surgical divisions including: Cardiac Surgery, General Surgery, Orthopaedic 
Surgery, Paediatric Surgery, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, 
Urology and Vascular Surgery.  

Widely recognized as a centre of excellence, the Division of Vascular Surgery at 
the Schulich School is a national leader in treating complex vascular surgery cases 
through patient care, education and research. 

 The clinical program provides vascular surgery care to the citizens of Southwestern 
Ontario and beyond.  Over 800 major surgical procedures are performed yearly 
including over 330 aortic aneurysm repairs, half of which are treated endovascularly.  

Our Commitment
Despite increasing clinical responsibilities, faculty members contribute to the academic enterprise in vascular surgery and have succeeded 
in being recognized as one of the premier Canadian academic vascular surgery divisions.    With greater clinical volumes and responsibilities, 
it is becoming increasing challenging to maintain this level of academic productivity.

Our vision for the future is to be recognized as an International Centre of Excellence, by building on our established strengths.  We are 
committed to raising $3 million in support of a Chair in Vascular Surgery.  The Chair will enable us to recruit a leading vascular 
surgeon to oversee administrative, research and educational activities including:

�� Evaluation and introduction of new technologies and supervision of the vascular biology laboratories within the Western and 
Schulich communities.   

�� Pursue a specific research or education-related initiative, support the establishment of new research programs, and advance 
the existing research initiatives. 

�� Identify and advance new collaborative opportunities with basic science, clinical 
epidemiology and population heath care/economics.  

�� Promote our success and articulate our vision to the medical and academic 
communities in Canada and the around the world.
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Benefits of the Chair
Chairs, Professorships and Fellowships are a university’s primary means of attracting and 
retaining distinguished faculty members. By establishing the Chair in Vascular Surgery, 
we will recruit a distinguished vascular surgeon to accelerate research and educational 
initiatives across the division with a goal of achieving the following outcomes: 

�� Transfer research discoveries and vascular therapies to the patient care forum 		
	 optimizing vascular surgery care.

�� Enhance the previously established collaborations with basic science departments 	
	 and permit the exploration of new and sustainable opportunities.  

�� Provide a comprehensive student experience for both our undergraduate and postgraduate trainees through 
access to the resulting innovative research opportunities and educational endeavors.

�� Enable the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentisty to remain on the cutting edge of this discipline and be 
recognized as an International Centre of Excellence.

Make A Difference
Western is committed to shaping the future of health care, wellness and medical discovery by  developing and 
mentoring Canada’s next generation of surgeons, providing them with a solid knowledge base in surgical care, 
technical excellence, and critical appraisal skills while fostering a culture of life-long learning and compassionate 
care. 

To learn more about the Chair in Vascular Surgery and how Western is shaping the future of health
care, wellness and medical discovery, please contact:

Lori Zerebecki
Alumni & Development Officer
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry
The University of Western Ontario
Room 3270, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-850-2540 ext. 88815
E-mail: Lori.Zerebecki@schulich.uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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