
More than half of the 185,000 hospital re-admissions due to adverse 
events during hospitals stays in Canada are related to surgical 
procedures.  Around the world, there are initiatives underway aimed at 
decreasing the incidence of adverse events in surgery. 

Simulation is recognized by the Canadian Patient Safety Institute (CPSI) 
as a major determinant of patient safety and outcomes.  Simulation 
enables students to practice surgical procedures, become familiar with 
surgical tools and equipment, improve their proficiency, work as part of 
a team, and  analyze data to evaluate how well the task was performed.  

Why Western?
The Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at The University of Western Ontario is a recognized leader in simulation training.  
Schulich’s Department of Surgery collaborates with CSTAR (Canadian Surgical Technologies & Advanced Robotics)—Canada’s leading facility 
for multidisciplinary training in minimally invasive surgery—to develop and deliver education and surgical skills simulation programming 
for students and working surgeons.  Students and residents from Schulich participate in courses and simulations at CSTAR and the number of 
courses continues to grow each year.  The Brent and Marilyn Kelman Centre for Advanced Learning will soon be another place where 
residents and surgeons can train, using a number of new surgical simulations.  Slated to open in 2010, the Kelman Centre will occupy the 
6th floor of the Lindros Legacy Pavilion and will consist of a 13 station skills lab.
    

Our Commitment 
In the years ahead, we are committed to fostering scholarly work in the area of surgical education by building new knowledge in the 
area of surgical simulation.  As part of Western’s commitment to build the research university through strategic investment in areas of 
established and emerging research strength, we are committed to raising $3 million to establish a Chair in Simulation Training.   
The income generated by this endowed fund will enable us to recruit and retain an internationally acknowledged leader in simulation 
training and position the Department of Surgery at the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at the forefront of surgical care, 
education and research.   Specifically, the Chair will provide leadership by:

�� Encouraging effective and appropriate use of simulation training techniques to provide the highest quality training for 	
	 Schulich students. 

�� Mandating current and evolving simulation training techniques and technologies through scholarly assessments of 		
	 outcomes and cost-effectiveness.

�� Supporting quality interdisciplinary simulation training through mentorship, fellowships and simulated learning 	
	 environments.

�� Leading the translational research program focused on new developments of simulation training technologies 	
	 and advancing their impact on practice patterns and health outcomes.
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Impact of the Chair
Realistic, simulated environments create emotional engagement in the participants thus 
facilitating an active learning experience with potential acceleration of learning.  Because 
of the reproducibility of the simulated clinical environment, participants can make full use 
of the reflective learning process including repeated experimentation with techniques and 
management strategies.

The proposed Chair in Simulation Training will:

�� Raise the profile, recognition and acknowledgement of Schulich and its collaborating institutions 		
	 within the local, provincial, national and international medical research, education and training 		
	 communities.

�� Provide Schulich and its collaborating institutions within London competitive advantage in the 		
	 recruitment and retention of qualified students, faculty and staff.

�� 	 Contribute to the best student experience by ensuring students have access to the latest cutting-edge 	
	 surgical teaching facilities and educational programming.

�� Provide Schulich substantive opportunity to undertake formal and scholarly inquiry of the impact of 	
	 simulation training on clinical practice patterns, patient safety and health outcomes.

Make A Difference
London is recognized as a world leader in simulation training expertise.  An endowed Chair in Simulation Training 
will continue to advance the simulation training agenda for Schulich and, most importantly, the patients of London 
and surrounding areas.  

To learn more about the Chair in Simulation Training and how Western is shaping the future of 
health care, wellness and medical discovery, please contact:

Lori Zerebecki
Alumni & Development Officer
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry
The University of Western Ontario
Room 3270, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-850-2540 ext. 88815
E-mail: lori.zerebecki@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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