
Beyond Books:
Renewing and Enhancing our Scholars Space

Western Libraries
An Integral Part Of The Best Student Experience
The University of  Western Ontario is dedicated to providing the best student experience 
among Canada’s leading research-intensive universities.  Western Libraries plays a vital role 
in this mission, supporting all areas of study within each of our faculties and providing the 
foundation for excellence in teaching and learning, and research and scholarship.

Western Libraries offers rich digital collections available to Western scholars 24/7 via our 
extensive website.  These collections, along with material in other formats, may also be accessed 
through our seven on-campus service locations. Our strong digital and physical network 
provides fundamental scholarly and research support, enhancing our ability to attract top 
faculty, researchers and students in today’s highly competitive post-secondary environment.

In 2008, close to three million users, including undergraduates, graduate students, faculty 
and community members, passed through the doors of Western Libraries. In addition, we  
provide on-line services to our researchers and students world-wide.

We are dedicated to providing our undergraduates with the services that have earned us top 
marks in Globe and Mail’s Annual Canadian University Report over the last seven years.  At the same time, recognizing Western’s strategic 
mission to expand graduate enrolment, Western Libraries is also committed to providing the services and scholarly resources required by 
faculty, post-doctoral fellows, graduate student researchers, and researchers in affiliated institutions. It is critical we continue to provide 
the proper space to accommodate this growing portion of our student population.

Scholars Space Enhancement Fund
To preserve and enhance the unparalleled experience we provide our undergraduates and to ensure we provide an environment that 
fosters a collaborative exchange between our faculty and our growing number of graduate students, Western Libraries is committed 
to raising $3 million to establish a Highest Priorities Fund for improving the physical environment for teaching and learning 
and to enhance research and scholarship.  This expendable fund will be used at the discretion of the University Librarian to respond 
to the immediate needs of the diverse users of our six libraries and the archives. Your gift will help support the following facility 
enhancements in public/staff/study space redesign:

�� Interactive discovery kiosks
�� Digitally accessible study and learning areas
�� Resource space conversions and improvements
�� Upgrades of reading rooms for quiet study and contemplation
�� Development of flexible instruction space to accommodate the needs of both small 

and large groups
�� Collaboratories where faculty and graduate students meet to advance research and 

scholarship and teaching and learning



Western Libraries
Renewing and Enhancing our Scholars Space

Impact of Your Gift
The physical and technological upgrades made 
possible through your support will help us to:

�� Foster creativity and innovation
�� Respond to technological advances
�� Provide inspiring, collaborative space
�� Encourage synergy among our researchers
�� Enhance the research experience for graduate students

Make a Difference
Your gift to Western Libraries allows us to continue to enrich the studies, and the lives, of our undergraduate  
students while broadening the ability of our graduate students and faculty to collaborate and explore 
innovative research ideas.  You are also helping us engage and serve our community, and to continue to 
support the needs of our national and international alumni. 

 Thank you for considering to support this initiative. 

To learn more about this opportunity, and how Western is educating the next generation of global 
leaders, please contact:

Sherry Foster, M.A.
Alumni & Development Officer, Western Libraries
The University of Western Ontario
The D.B. Weldon Library, Room 200F
Tel: 519-661-2111 ext. 88078
Fax: 519-661-3493
E-mail: sherry.foster@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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