
As we experience the first decade of the 21st century, it is increasingly apparent that events taking place 
beyond Canada’s borders have a profound impact on our lives. The legal challenges facing Canada today 
often have an international dimension. Globalization, the information revolution, multiculturalism 
and the ever-present tensions associated with federalism: each of these represents a legal challenge 
as well as a social, economic and political challenge. Each of these issues also challenges the way we 
think about the law, and the way we think about legal education at Western.

A National Law School with an International Outlook
At Western, we value and embrace the international experience. It is a source of pride that we have 
the largest student exchange program of any law school in North America. Our partnerships span the 
globe. Each year, we send students to leading law schools in the United States, Australia and New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, India and Europe.

Complementing our Exchange Program is our January Term—in its Canadian form, a Western Law 
innovation—whereby we bring to the Law School between six and ten visiting scholars or practitioners each year, most from outside 
Canada, to teach a range of international and comparative law courses. Our goal is to ensure that, by definition, it will be impossible to 
graduate from Western without some systematic exposure to the rule of law as it operates outside our borders.

In order to take our strategic program of internationalization to the next level, Western Law is committed to developing a program of 
International Law Internships.

An Enriched Educational Experience
Although Western Law has chosen to invest a significant amount—more than $1.2 million dollars each year—in student support, the 
cost of providing a world-class legal education continues to rise. Our aim in creating the international law internship program is to 
offer Western Law students a genuine opportunity—an opportunity that will be available to all regardless of financial means—to 
equip themselves with the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in a global economy. Private support is needed to ensure that 
our students benefit from international experiences.

The International Law Internship Program will provide students with the opportunity to:

�� Expand their knowledge of international issues from the theoretical to the practical level and contribute to a 		
better understanding of Canada’s place within the global framework;

�� Apply legal knowledge and skills in a professional environment and acquire practical 
legal experience in  another jurisdiction;

�� Increase their marketability through an enriched educational experience;
�� Consider a future in international law; and
�� Bring the benefits of their international experience to the law firms that employ 

them after graduation.
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Private support for the International Law Internship Program will give Western Law students the 
freedom to pursue a rewarding experience without incurring an additional financial burden. Between 
2006-08, 20 Western Law students completed internships at the following organizations:

�� Caribbean Court of Justice in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad
�� Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in Washington, DC
�� International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague, Netherlands
�� International Labour Organization in Geneva, Switzerland
�� Shibolet & Co. in Tel Aviv, Israel
�� Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown, Sierra Leone and The Hague, Netherlands
�� UNAIDS in Bucharest, Romania
�� United Nations Commission on International Trade Law in Vienna, Austria
�� United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva, Switzerland
�� World Health Organization in Geneva, Switzerland

Internships for 2009 have also been confirmed with a number of these organizations. 

Our Goal: The International Law Internship Fund
The Faculty of Law strives to attract the brightest students to its program. The International Law Internship Program enhances the Faculty’s ability 
to recruit the most promising future lawyers to Western. In order to ensure ongoing viability, the Faculty is seeking to establish an expendable fund 
to support its students in the program. Each student internship requires $10,000 in private funding. Therefore, we are reaching out to alumni, firms, 
foundations, organizations and friends of Western Law to consider supporting student placements annually, for a term of three to five years.

Strengthening the Canadian Legal Profession
Support for the International Law Internship Program will enable Western Law students to enhance their international perspective regarding legal 
issues, broaden their horizons and sharpen their analytical skills. In return, the legal community in Canada will have the benefit of law graduates 
with an enhanced international perspective, who will be able to more critically assess the world around them and respond creatively and effectively 
to emerging legal issues.

To learn more about these internships and how Western is inspiring community engagement and a global outlook, please contact:

Matoula Zesimopoulos M.P.A.
Alumni and Development Officer, Faculty of Law
The University of Western Ontario
Josephine Spencer Niblett Law Building, Dean’s Office
London, ON N6A 3K7
Tel: 519-661-3953
E-mail: matoula.zesi@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca


