
Canada-United States Law Institute

A Unique Relationship
Canada and the United States enjoy a bilateral relationship unique 
in the world.  We share the world’s longest undefended border, one of 
the world’s largest trading relationships, large scale immigration and 
tourism, and similar language, culture, and legal systems.  The result is 
a long-standing, deep and enviable partnership.  The framework of our 
relationship has been more than a century in the making and in this era 
of global change, it is imperative to continue to explore and address the 
issues confronting the Canada-United States relationship. 

At The University of Western Ontario, we have several initiatives regarding 
Canada-US relations.  For example, the Centre for American Studies 
was established in the Faculty of Social Science to promote a greater 
understanding of American culture, history and politics, while the Lawrence 
National Centre for Policy and Management at the Ivey School recently held 
a workshop entitled “Redefining the Canada-US Partnership in the Obama Era.”  In the future, we will be moving towards creating an umbrella 
institute to link all activities across campus that advance education, research and policy development regarding Canada-United States relations. 

A Binational Joint Venture
Western is also home to the Canada-United States Law Institute (CUSLI)—a binational joint venture established in 1976 by Western Law 
and Case Western Reserve University School of Law in Cleveland, Ohio, to foster mutual understanding and improved relations between 
Canada and the United States.  Specifically, the CUSLI aims to:

�� Establish institutional and professional linkages between Canada and the United States; 
�� Provide its members with current resources and continuing education regarding the bilateral relationship; and 
�� Facilitate comparative law and research opportunities to the students and faculties at member institutions, as well as the 	

	 private and public bars in each country.

CUSLI promotes its objectives by: 

�� Sponsoring Canada-US based curriculum at each founding institution;
�� Establishing student and faculty exchanges between the law faculties of its founding institutions, as well as 		

	 institutions throughout North America;
�� Sponsoring conferences; 
�� Publishing the Canada-United States Law Journal—the exclusive academic 		

	 journal focusing on the Canada-United States legal relationship; and 
�� Sponsoring the annual Niagara International Moot Court Competition 	

	 that draws law schools from across Canada and the United States to		
	 address a hypothetical legal problem arising in the North American context 	
	 through written and oral advocacy. 

US President Barack Obama and Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper meet in Ottawa in 
February 2009



Our Commitment
Western Law is committed to raising $200,000 per year for five years—$1 million total—in support of elements within the CUSLI to ensure this area 
continues to grow and flourish.  Funds will be designated as follows:

�� Distinguished Lecture Series—$60,000 per year	
	 This fund will enable us to attract a distinguished speaker each year to the Law School to discuss topics related 	
	 to Canada-US relations.  Funds will be used to pay a stipend to the guest speaker and arrange for a reception 	
	 and dinner with faculty, the speaker and students.  Potential lecturers include: Al Gore, former Vice President; 	
	 Richard Florida, noted academic and author of The Rise of the Creative Class; Naomi Klein, author of No  Logo and a 	
	 prominent critic of globalization; and Elinor Ostrom, professor and winner of the 2009 Nobel Prize in Economic 	
	 Sciences.  

�� Student Exchanges—$10,000 per year 
	 This fund will support two student exchanges at a level of $5,000 each with organizations or institutions in the United States related to Canada-US 	
	 issues, such as the Canada-United States Law Journal.

�� Binational Internships—$60,000 per year
	 This fund will help create six internships, at a value of $10,000 each, to enable students to work with host organizations throughout the year.  Possible 	
	 host organizations include the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative (Chicago), the Great Lakes Manufacturing Council (Michigan), or the 	
	 Council of Great Lakes Governors.

�� Canada-US Law Institute Research Fund—$15,000 per year
	 This fund will enable us to hire two research students each year as well as provide research funding to faculty.  This investment will help generate 	
	 research on Canada-US law issues and position Western Law as a centre of research excellence in Canada-US relations.  

�� Annual Conference—$20,000 per year
	 Develop and host an annual conference in London or Toronto. The conference will focus on current topics, for example: Canada, the United States and 	
	 regulatory or environmental harmonization; or Canada, the United States and labour issues.

�� Student Advocacy Competition—$7,500 each year
	 The CUSLI administers the Niagara International Moot Court Competition, an international law moot that draws fifteen to thirty teams from law 	
	 schools in Canada and the United States.  Each year Western Law participates in the Niagara Moot Competition where teams address a hypothetical 	
	 dispute affecting the bilateral relationship before the International Court of Justice.  Funding will support teams, travel and expenses for the Moot. 

�� Visiting Fellow or January Term Fellow—$25,000 per year 
	 Recruit a Visiting Fellow or January Term Fellow to Western Law for short term (e.g. one month) to teach a topic in Canada-US relations.

�� Web Site Development—$2,500 per year 
	 This fund will support web development and maintenance at CASE Western/Western Law and the CUSLI web site. 

To learn more about the Canada-United States Law Institute and how Western is inspiring community engagement and a global outlook, please contact:

Matoula Zesimopoulos M.P.A.
Alumni and Development Officer, Faculty of Law
The University of Western Ontario, Josephine Spencer Niblett Law Building, Dean’s Office
London, ON N6A 3K7
Tel: 519-661-3953			 
E-mail: matoula.zesi@uwo.ca				     					                  www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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