
Leadership in Media and the Public Interest 
At Western, the Faculty of Information & Media Studies (FIMS) enables students to major in 
Media and the Public Interest (MPI)—the only undergraduate program in Canada that studies the 
relationship between media institutions and issues of equity, democracy, and civic inclusion.  Media 
and the Public Interest examines the interrelations of power, communications and technology; how 
information is represented or excluded with particular emphasis on groups outside the traditional 
advertising demographic.  The MPI program is aimed at those students who plan to work with 
communication issues in civil society movements, non-profit and community organizations, NGOs, 
or the public service.

Our goal is to be recognized as the preeminent program in Canada for the study of media and the 
public interest.  The next step towards realizing this goal is establishing a Chair in Media and the 
Public Interest.  Considering the following factors, Western is ideally positioned to establish this 
Chair:

��„ Introduction of the undergraduate major in Media and the Public Interest as an option 
within the Faculty’s well-established undergraduate program in Media, Information and 	
Technoculture.  

��„ Faculty with concentrated expertise in the area of media and the public interest that is unparalleled in Canada. 

Our Commitment
We are committed to raising $675,000 in expendable funds to support the activities of the Chair.   The proposed Chair 
will play a key role in teaching and research at the undergraduate level in the MPI program and at the graduate level in the MA/PhD 
program in Media Studies.  Activities of the Chair may include, but are not limited to, the following:

��„ Contributing to the curriculum by educating and mentoring students;

��„ Supervising research activities and identifying collaborative opportunities to consolidate the existing research strength in 
the faculty;

��„ Supporting the recruitment and retention of graduate students who will generate research in this diverse and growing area;

��„ Inviting guest speakers to campus who are recognized experts in the field of media and 
the public interest to provide a practical perspective; and

��„ Working with the university community to develop a means of disseminating 
research results that may include participating in lecture series open to public and 
academic audiences.

Chair in Media and the Public Interest



Leader faculty members at FIMS in the area of media and the public interest include:

Amanda Grzyb (PhD, Duke University) is an Assistant Professor and the principal investigator on a project that explores the 
representation of homelessness and diversity in Canadian newspapers from 1980 to present.  She is also a co-investigator on 
a SSHRC grant on homelessness, mental health, and diversity in Western’s Faculty of Nursing.  Her edited collection, The World 
and Darfur: International Response to Crimes Against Humanity in Western Sudan, is forthcoming from McGill-Queen’s University 
Press in April 2009.

Prof. Grzyb teaches courses in genocide, homelessness, African American literature, theory and criticism, and communicating 
Holocaust history.  She  teaches a service-learning class called “Representing Homelessness” that requires students to volunteer 
with a homeless shelter or advocacy organization for two hours each week.   For five years, Prof. Grzyb worked with children 

living in New York City homeless shelters.  

Sandra Smeltzer (PhD, Carleton University) is an Assistant Professor with research interests in development communication, 
alternative media practices, environmental communication and digital divide issues, particularly within the Malaysian context.  
Her recent work has delved into blogging and social networking sites in Malaysia; Malaysian resistance to bilateral trade 
agreements; and alternative media pedagogy in Canada. 

Prof. Smeltzer teaches courses in Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) for Development, Alternative Media, Global 
Political Economy of Information/Communication, and Political Economy of Media.  She encourages her students to travel, to 
teach abroad, to work abroad, to volunteer abroad, to see themselves as global citizens and to understand their place in the 
world. 

Nick Dyer Witheford is an Associate Professor and Associate Dean.  Dr. Dyer-Witheford researches and writes about labour 
conditions in digital industries.  His research interests include: analysis of emergent forms of counter-power against high 
technology, globalized capital; inquiry into the political economy of computer and video game industry; and political economic 
perspective on the drive to convert libraries from “books to bytes.”

Dr. Dyer-Witheford teaches courses in Global Political Economy of Media, Work in a Wired World, and Conflict and Controversy 
in the Virtual Library.  

To learn more about the Chair and how Western is inspiring community engagement and a global outlook, please 
contact:

Karen Boddy
Alumni Relations & Development Officer
Faculty of Information & Media Studies
North Campus Building, Room 235
The University of Western Ontario
London, ON   
Tel:  519-661-2111 ext.87463
E-mail:  kboddy@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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