Department of French Studies
Visiting Professor Program

French Studies at Western

In today’s changing world, the knowledge of other languages and the ability to build
professional and personal relationships across cultural borders are in demand. Corporate
executives consider secondary language training to be among the most important skills
required of future leaders. With one of the largest departments of French in Canada, The
University of Western Ontario offers students a wide range of programs to engage with the
language, literature and culture of the French-speaking world. Once they graduate, our
students have an excellent background for careers in business, translation, public service,
and beyond. They also enter the work force with an understanding and appreciation of
cultural differences, and a fresh perspective on aspects of their own culture.

Francophonie Visiting Professor Program

As part of Western's commitment to provide the best student experience, it is the goal of the
Department of French Studies to offer more resources and opportunities to learn from established
professionals. The Francophonie Visiting Professor Program will play a key role in fostering a
culture of learning and research within the department. This ongoing series will give students
an opportunity to learn directly from a range of international scholars. It will also engage the
department’s interest in world Francophone literature and culture. Funds raised for this initiative will be used to support the annual visit of a
professor from a Francophone country outside of Europe and North America, such as Burundi, Rwanda, or nations in the Caribbean. The visiting
professor will be a valuable resource for the whole department by teaching at the undergraduate and graduate level and also participating in the
research activities of the newly established Groupe de recherches sur les littératures et les civilisations de lespace francophone (GRELCEF).

Making a Difference

The philanthropy of our alumni and friends is critical in helping to move this project forward. A gift to support the Francophonie Visiting
Professor Program will promote exploration and innovation through research and cultural exchange, and ensure that students continue
to gain the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in today’s changing world. Please ask us about the naming opportunities that
are available for specific levels of support.

To learn more about this Visiting Professor Program and how Western is enriching humanity through the arts, music and
culture, please contact:

Heather Moller

Alumni Relations, Development & Public Relations

Arts and Humanities
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