ArtLab Director and Exhibition Fund

Integrated Programs

Western's Visual Arts Department provides an exceptional educational experience.
While most Canadian universities offer Visual Arts programs that focus either on
studio work or art history, Western's Visual Arts program integrates theory, art
history, and studio work into a comprehensive course of study. Visual Arts offers
both undergraduate and graduate degree programs as well as a curatorial stream
that focuses on the skills and knowledge needed to work as a gallery/museum
curator or arts administrator. Our goal is to graduate visually literate students
with the technical and intellectual ability to create exciting art works and new
forms of visual culture.

Visual Arts is housed within the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre: an exceptionally
well-equipped and light-filled space that supports a full range of studio work,
digital media processing, and academic research on visual culture, art history,
and art theory.

ArtLab
A thriving gallery is the life blood of any visual arts department. The most visible, community oriented and entrepreneurial
aspect of Western's program is the ArtLab, the gallery that is attached to the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre. This purpose-built
facility provides students with a museum-standard space to exhibit their work and participate in curatorial projects. This facility serves
as an innovative professional workshop where the classroom meets the gallery and the theoretical issues of aesthetics interact with the
realities of professional curating. The ArtLab is distinctive in that it is used in a variety of ways by all faculty members and by the great
majority of the students in the Visual Arts Department.

The ArtLab features more experimental and research-oriented programming than traditional galleries and serves as the Department’s
public face for students, colleagues in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, and the regional community at large. The ArtLab sponsors
exhibitions that are both contemporary and historical in nature, thus serving both the studio and art history streams of the
Department at the undergraduate and graduate level. Furthermore, members of the larger community are regularly invited to its
exhibition openings, media festivals, lectures, and other special events. In recent years, the ArtLab has been a major recruiting tool

in attracting and retaining students and faculty members.

Our Commitment
The ArtLab is an excellent physical facility that will be substantially upgraded in 2008-09.
However, it has neither a full-time gallery director nor any reqular staff and it lacks a

dedicated funding source to support its ambitious annual exhibition program. We are
committed to raising $900,000 to ensure these crucial elements become part M A K E A
of the permanent structure of the ArtLab. D I F F ER E N CE
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ArtLab Director and Exhibition Fund

The $900,000 fund will support the following priority initiatives for the ArtLab:

ArtLab Curator and Gallery Director

Funds will enable us to recruit a Director who will oversee the daily operation of the gallery throughout the
year by setting and supervising the exhibition program, organizing an ambitious visiting speakers series,
writing grant applications in support of the gallery and speakers series, producing exhibition catalogues and
brochures, and teaching a course in the area of gallery practices. Support for this initiative will substantially
enhance the research productivity of faculty members who have been organizing exhibitions in the absence
of a permanent gallery Director.

ArtLab Exhibition Fund

Funds will support the 12 exhibitions mounted per year at the ArtLab and be designated towards elements
such as artists’ fees; insuring and shipping borrowed works; physically installing shows; exhibition signage;
exhibition brochures, catalogues, invitations and publicity; opening receptions and travel expenses to
enable artists to attend and give related lectures.

Make a Difference

These initiatives will raise the academic and research profile of the Visual Arts Department by enabling
its faculty, students and visiting artists to work at higher professional levels. The exhibition of art and the
scholarly production surrounding exhibited work is central to our discipline.

You can make a difference by supporting these ArtLab initiatives. Support will enhance the student
experience and enable us to continue to educate and inspire future artists and potential leaders in visual
artsand culture.

To learn more about the ArtLab and how Western is enriching humanity through the arts, music
and culture, please contact:

Heather Moller

Alumni Development and Public Relations Officer
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

The University of Western Ontario

University College Room 124,

London, ON N6A 3K7

Tel: 519-661-2111 ext. 82200

Email: hmoller@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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